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LETTER OF SUBMITTAL

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Office of the Secretary

Division of Vital Statistics

Boston, December 4, 1962

7'o the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I have the honor to submit herewith, as required by Chapter 46, Section 21, and
Chapter 208, Section 47, of the General Laws, the one hundred and twenty-first

annual report on statistics of births, marriages, deaths and divorces in Massa-
chusetts for the calendar year 1962. Births, marriages and deaths are reported

monthly; births, for each town and city containing not more than ninety thousand
inhabitants, not later than sixty days, and each city containing more than ninety

thousand inhabitants, not later than ninety days, following every month in \\ iiich

births occur; marriages, on or before the tenth day of the second month follo^\ing
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The editorial review and the method of presentation of the statistical data were
prepared by Raymond D. Lavallee, State Registrar, in charge of the Division of

Vital Statistics. The statistical tables were prepared under the direction of Anne
C. Butler, Statistician. The exhibition of tabular results is restricted to such as

are plainly of practical utiUty within the meaning of the statute by authority of

which the tables are prepared.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin H. White,

Secretary of the Commonwealth,
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Editorial Review of the Vital Statistics of

Massachusetts, 1962

BY RAYMOND D. LAVALLEE, STATE REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS.
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INTRODUCTION

History.

Death Registration. — Massachusetts was one of the first colonies to recognize

the importance of the registration of vital statistics, and as early as 1639 required

registration of births, marriages and deaths; in 1842 statutes required copies to

be filed with the Secretary of the Commonwealth. In 1880 the registration area

for deaths recognized by the United States Bureau of the Census, i.e., the States,

and cities in other States, effectively enforcing satisfactory registration laws of all

deaths registered, included but two States, Massachusetts and New Jersey, the

District of Columbia, and a number of cities in nonregistration States.

During the period 1841 to 1962 inclusive, 5,045,542 copies of deaths have been

received, filed, and tabulated in the Division of Vital Statistics. The original

records are on file in the cities, towns and States in which the events occurred and

copies in the city and town given as the residence of the deceased at the time of

death. Chapter 439, Acts of 1945, provides that in cases of burial of war veterans

in a city or town other than the place of death or residence, a copy of the death

certificate shall also be filed with the Clerk of the place of burial.

Purpose. — Death registration often gives the first intimation of pestilential

disease, permitting health officers to attack epidemics in their incipiency. It serves

as evidence in the inheritance of property and in the settlement of life insurance.

It is useful in preventing crime through the restriction placed upon the disposal

of dead human bodies, and insures a permanent and uniform record of the death

of each individual for all purposes.
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Importance of Death Records. — Where proof concerning death is needed:

1. To prove the fact of death: For life-insurance claims; for liquidation

of estates.

2. To prove facts about the deceased: For tracing ancestry; for names of

husband or wife, and parents; for information on circumstances and
cause of death; for age, sex, and race; for recording date and place of

interment.

3. To prove date of death: For settlement of pensions; for insurance adjust-

ments; for general legal use.

Mortality Statistics. — MortaUty statistics, or statistics of deaths, are useful

in showing the extent and rate of change in population produced by deaths; the

average duration of hfe, the relative frequency with which the several causes pro-

duce death, and for their service in creating an interest in public health administra-

tion and securing support for sanitary measures. In comparison with birth statistics

they give useful information regarding population increase or decrease. Mortality

statistics, however, cannot be used as an index of the prevalence of certain diseases,

because there is no fixed ratio between sickness and fatality. Only cases of fatal

sickness or disease are given, while morbidity statistics include all cases, whether

fatal or not.

Source of Data. — Mortality statistics are based upon original data obtained

by the registration of deaths, which is accomplished % the filing of a standard

death certificate with the local Board of Health.

Tlie responsibility for seeing that a certificate is properly made out and filed

rests with the undertaker, who is required by law to present a satisfactory certifi-

cate of death before he may obtain a permit to remove or bury a body. The local

boards of health are required to transmit the death certificates to the city or town
clerks who in turn record the deaths and are required to transmit certified copies

to the Secretary of the Commonwealth on or before the tenth day of the month
following that in which the deaths occurred. Hospitals and other institutions are

required to obtain, when persons are received, the facts which are required for

record in the event of the deaths of such persons. Chapter 604, Acts of 1949, re-

lates to the burial or other disposition of the bodies of veterans.

Death Rates and Their Comparability. — The death rates given in this report

are based upon the comparison of total deaths with the aggregate population.

They are usually expressed in terms of the number of deaths per 1,000 population,

and are calculated by dividing the total number of deaths by the population in

thousands. This means that death rates vary with the character of the population

and each element has its relation to the rate of mortality, and therefore, for com-
parison with other States or countries, the make-up of the population must be

considered. The death rate per 1,000 males is generally higher than the rate per

1,000 females. Hence, a State ha\dng a relativel}^ larger female poi)ulation than
another will normally show a lower death rate and a community where the very

3^oung or old predominate will show a higher rate than a community made up
largely of A'oung adults. Rates will also vary with the color and nationality of the

inhabitants.

Factors which seriously affect the comparability of the death rates of different

communities are: (1) race composition; (2) the social, marital, and economic status

of the people; (3) employment; (4) migration; and (5) the birth rate.

Allocation. — Deaths are charged to the place of e^^ent and also are allocated

to the place of residence of the decreaed. This insures as near a true rate as pos-

sible and has a marked effect on municipalities which are large hospital centers.

The usual place of residence has been used as a basis for all deaths occurring out-

side the State as well as for those in the State. For purposes of allocation former
residents of Massachusetts who have died in other States, after an absence from
Massachusetts of more than one year, are considered nonresidents. Residents
of other States who have resided in Massachusetts for more than one vear are
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considered as residents except in the case of institutions and jails. Such persons
are regarded as temporary residents of these places since they did not voluntarily
enter with the intention of remaining and without doubt would have returned, if

discharged, to their usual residence. Accidental deaths have been treated in the
same manner as those caused by sickness. Also, those deaths due to violence have
been allocated to the place of occurrence (see Table 15). The foregoing outline
does not by any means cover all cases that may and will arise but will serve as an
explanation of the method used in preparation of allocated tables.

Number of Deaths and Death Rates. — There was an increase of 3,121 in

the number of deaths occurring in the State during the calendar year 1962, the
total number being 59,060 as compared with 55,939 deaths in 1961. Based on the
estimated population of July 1, 1962, of 5,251,642 these deaths correspond to a
rate of 11.2 per 1,000 population. The rate for 1961 was 10.7. Deaths of residents

of Massachusetts numbered 57,798, resulting in a death rate of 11.0 per 1,000 in-

habitants.

Sex. — Of the 57,798 resident deaths in 1962, 30,616, or 53.0 per cent, were males,
the percentage in 1961 being 53.7. The proportion of males in the living popula-
tion, as shown by the United States Census of 1962, was 48.3 per cent. Expressed
as a ratio, there were 1,126 deaths of males per 1,000 deaths of females in 1962, as

compared with 1,131 in 1961, 1,129 in 1959 and 1,118 in 1958.

Table 3 shows that the death rate of males has been consistently greater than
the death rate of females. The death rate of the sexes has fluctuated considerably,

reaching the maximum in 1918, when the difference was 3 per 1,000.

Age. — Of the 57,798 deaths in 1962 of residents of the State, 2,488 or 4.3 per
cent were of infants under 1 year of age. The rates for infant deaths in previous
years were 4.5 in 1961, 4.4 in 1960, 4.8 per cent in 1959 and an average of 4.7 per
cent for the five years from 1954 to 1958, 4.5 per cent for the five years from 1949 to

1953 and 5.3 per cent for the five years from 1944 to 1948. A more detailed discus-

sion of infant mortality may be found under Infant Mortality.

Sex and Age. — The death rate of adult males might be expected to exceed the

rate of adult females, because of the more dangerous occupations of the males,

but the excess in the death rate of male infants as compared with female infants

has never been satisfactorily explained. Of the 2,488 decedents under 1 j^ear of

age in 1962, 1,451, or 58.3 per cent, were males. The ratio of male to female deaths
among the higher age periods fluctuated somewhat. The proportion of male deaths
was the larger from 1 year of age up to and including the age period 75 to 79 years

From the age of 75 years and upward the number of deaths of females exceeded the

deaths of males including the reputed centenarians, numbering 30 of whom 6 were
males and 24 were females. The excess of females in the population 65 years of age

and over is so great that even though their mortality at each age period is below
that of males, the absolute number of deaths is greater. The ratios of male deaths

per 1,000 deaths of females at the various age periods in the four j^ears 1957-1961

are shown in Table 5.

Among the 30,616 male decedents in 1962, 1,451, or 4.7 per cent, were under 1

year of age; among the 27,182 female decedents, 1,037, or 3.8 per cent, were under
1 year of age; and among the decedents of both sexes, 4.3 per cent were under 1

3^ear of age (see Table 7)

.

Marital Condition. — Not quite one-half (45.7 per cent) of the decedents 15

years of age and over, whose marital condition was reported in 1962 were married,

15.3 per cent were single, 35.8 per cent were widowed, 2.7 per cent were divorced

and .2 per cent were unknown. Among the male decedents 58.8 per cent were mar-
ried, 14.4 per cent were single, 23.1 per cent were widowed, 3.3 per cent were di-
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vorced and .2 per cent were unknown. Among the female decedents 31.2 per cent
were married, 16.3 per cent were single, 50.0 per cent were widowed, 2.2 per cent
were divorced, and .1 per cent were unknown. No precise study of the bearing of

marital condition on mortality statistics can be made, however, without a detailed

statement of the age distribution of the population. The age groups used in the
census statistics do not coincide with the age groups used in the tabulation of death
statistics, so that the two sets of figures cannot be used together. Table 6 shows
the number of deaths of males and females 15 years of age and over by marital

condition.

Seasonal Distribution of Deaths. — The largest number of deaths during any
month occurred in December (5,232) and the next largest number in January
(5,192) and March (5,154). Since the months are not of equal length, the monthly
incidence must be reduced to a uniform basis. The average daily number of deaths
for 1962 was 158. The months showing the highest average for the year were
February 175, December 169, and January 167. Table 8 shows the number of

deaths in each month of 1962, in counties, and in municipalities having over 50,000
inhabitants in 1960.

Infant Mortality.

Much credit is due to physicians, hospitals, public healtli officials and mothers
for the gratifying results obtained in their campaign against infantile diseases.

The present low rate of infant mortality, together with the steadily declining rate

over a long period of years, is largely due to tlie constantly improving methods of

infant feeding and the continued clevelopments in community and home sanitation.

The infant mortality for residents of the State in 1962 was 22.1 per 1,000 live

births. With a few exceptions, this rate has been moving steadily downward being
largely due to the reduction in deaths from gastro-intestinal, respiratory and com-
municable diseases. Reference to Table 26, shows in striking manner the remark-
able reduction in infant mortality, actual decrements without regard for increase

in the number of births and without regard for increase in population.

In the ten years from 1953 to 1962, there has been an increase of 9,216 or 8.2

per cent in the number of live births registered in the State. During the same
period there has been an increase of 3,174 or 20.6 per cent in the number of live

births registered in Boston, while for the remainder of the State, the number of

births registered increased 12.7 per cent. In 1962, deaths of Boston residents under
1 year of age numbered 385 or 25.4 per 1,000 live births. The rates for pre\dous
years will be found in Table 26.

Deaths under four weeks and also under one j^ear of age in each municipality
are shown in Table 22.

The infant mortality rates in municipalities having 15,000 or more inhabitants
in 1962 are shown for the years 1953 to 1962 in Table 24.

The highest proportion of deaths occurs in the early period of infancy and espe-
cially is this true of the first few days. In 1962 1,764 deaths occurred'in the first

week, constituting 68.7 per cent of all deaths under 1 year of age. On the first day
the percentage of deaths (42.9 per cent) was higher than on any other day. In the
first four weeks of life there were 1,894 deaths, or 76.1 per cent of all infant deaths.

In the first three months there were 2,188 deaths, or 87.9 per cent of aU infant
deaths. Ninety-five and four-tenths per cent of the infant deaths occurred in the
first half of the year.

Over one-half, 46.1 per cent of the 1,708 babies who died less than one week
after birth, died of immaturity, postnatal asphyxia and atelectasis, malformations,
or injuries received at birth. Of the 1,547 babies who died from these causes before
reaching the age of 1 year, 57.5 per cent died in less than one day, 86.4 per cent died
in less than one week, and 92.3 per cent died in less than four weeks.
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Diseases of the digestive system, formerly important factors in causing infant
deaths, claimed 52 or 2.1 per cent of the babies who died before reaching 1 year of

age. Thirty-six and five-tenths per cent of these deaths were from diarrhea and
enteritis which has shown a remarkable decrease since 1900.

The largest number of deaths of infants is due to developmental and wasting
diseases, and the figures indicate a reduction in infant mortality due to thege causes,— from 24.1 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1933 to 3.3 in 1962. Respiratory
diseases also caused a considerable number of deaths. The number of infant deaths
from bronchopneumonia has fluctuated since 1957 when th^^re were 71 infant deaths
from this cause, 99 in 1958, 91 in 1959, 87 in 1960, 82 in 1961 and 85 in 1962. The
principal causes of infant deaths for the years 1956 to 1962 are shown in Table 28.

Causes of Death.

Sources of Error in Mortality Statistics. — The chief element of error in

mortality statistics lies in the inaccuracx' of the statement of the cause of death as
reported by the attending physician, who may not have been in a position to feel

reasonably certain as to the nature of the terminal illness. Statements of cause of

death are often incomplete as a result of the unintentional failure of the physician

to state all the morbid conditions known to him which resulted in the death. Again,
the physician sometimes fails to enter on the death certificate a qualifying term,
which if given would modify the classification of the cause of death. Beginning
with 1958, the 1957 or se^•enth revision of the Manual of International List of

Causes of Death was used in the assignment of causes of death.

It should also be borne in mind that the process of classifying the thousands of

different terms — some of them of a very indefinite or unsatisfactory character—
under the 600 or more titles of the International List of Causes of Death presents

many difficulties which are seldom fully appreciated by those who have not en-

gaged in the work of classification. Even if each certificate of death received during
1960 bore only a single cause, the process would present many diflficulties. Many
certificates, however, bear statement of two or more causes instead of one and a

system of selection, according to the precedents and rules of the Expert Committee
of the World Health Organization, has been adopted by the United States Bureau
of the Census, and is used in the Division of Vital Statistics. Because of the com-
plications attendant upon anj^ attempt to show all primary and secondary terms
in relation, it becomes necessary to base all statistical compilations of causes of

death on the selection of the underlying cause of death as stated by the certifying

physician, except in instances where the order of entries on the medical certifi-

cate is obviously erroneous. The medical certificate, recently adopted, permits

the certifying physician or surgeon to signify more clearly the order of events lead-

ing up to death. ^ This means that when two or more morbid conditions are given

on a certificate one of them must be selected as the cause under which the death

must be classified. Special weight has usually been given to communicable diseases,

when combined with other causes, and assignments are made to external causes

when serious enough to be a factor in the cause of death.

Principal Causes. — Slightly less than three-fourths of the 57,798 resident

deaths reported in 1962 were caused by diseases of the heart, cancer, vascular lesions

affecting the central nervous system, pneumonia and nephritis. These diseases, to-

gether with tuberculosis in all forms, external causes, malformations and the

diseases of early infancy caused 69.1 per cent of the deaths for the year. Table 21

shows the number of residents of the State who died from these causes.

Heart Disease, as usual, was the leading cause of resident deaths in 1962, the

total number being 23,885 corresponding to a rate of 454.8 per 100,000 population

as compared with 23,271 deaths, or 447.0 per 100,000 in 1961.
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Cancer and other Malignant Neoplasms. — Cancer ranked second in nu-
merical importance among all the causes of death. The resident deaths from cancer

were 9,423 the rate being 179.4 per 100,000 population, with cancers of the digestive

organs and peritoneum claiming 38.8 per cent of these deaths, cancer of the genito-

urinary organs 18.5 per cent; respiratory system 16.3 per cent; breast 10.7 per cent;

hematopoietic and lymphatic tissues 8.6 per cent; buccal cavity and pharynx 2.8

per cent; and 1.2 per cent were of other or unspecified organs. The death rate from
cancer has steadily risen from 89.6 in 1910 to 196.0 in 1957 an all-time high, with

the first decreases during the last twenty-five years occurring in 1945, 1946, 1949,

1952, 1956, 1958 and 1959 respectively. It is possible that at least a part of this in-

crease is due to more correct diagnosis and greater care on the part of the physicians

in making reports, but a part at least is due to the lengthened span of life, resulting

in a larger number of people reaching the older age groups.

Vascular Lesions, Affecting Central Nervous System were the causes of

6,063 deaths of residents, or 115.2 per 100,000 population. The death rate from
these diseases has fluctuated somew^hat, being 122.6 in 1958, 117.3 in 1959, 117.8 in

1960 and 115.7 in 1961.

Pneumonia (including bronchopneumonia) caused 2,545 resident deaths in

1962, or 48.4 per 100,000 population, as compared with 2,260 deaths, or 43.4 per

100,000 population in 1961.

Nephritis, all forms, was the cause of 308 deaths of Massachusetts residents

in 1962 corresponding to a rate of 5.8 per 100,000 population, as compared with

7.1 in 1961, 7.0 in 1959 and 7.3 in 1958, and an average rate of 6.7 for the five years

from 1958 to 1962. The great decrease in these deaths is accounted for by the fact

that, under the new classification of causes of death, some forms of nephritis are

now included with diseases of the circulatory system.

Tuberculosis in its various forms claimed 267 victims in 1962 of whom 253
died from tuberculosis of the respiratory system. Deaths due to the latter cause

constituted .5 per cent of all resident deaths during the year, the rate being 5.0 per

100,000 population. In 1910 the death rate from tuberculosis of the respiratory

system was 133.2. Since then the decline has been continuous from year to year
with the exception of 1918 when the rate was 130. However, this disease has fluctu-

ated during recent years, there being an increase of .6 in 1940, .8 in 1941, .5 in 1946
and .2 in 1959 over the preceding years respectively.

Diabetes was the cause of 989 deaths of Massachusetts residents in 1962, an
increase of 29 from those reported in 1961 and was responsible for a rate of 18.8

per 100,000 population. The rate from this disease has shown a steady increase

from 20.0 in 1926, to 37.9 in 1943, but since the latter year, has fluctuated, as may
be seen from the following rates: 1959, 18.8; 1958, 18.5; 1957, 16.6; 1956, 18.2;

1955, 21.6; and an average rate of 21.9 for the five years from 1950 to 1954. Three-
fifths, 61.1 per cent, of the resident deaths from diabetes were of females, with the
age period 70 to 79 years having the greatest number, 25.4 per cent; of the males
13.9 per cent were in the same age period. This disease attacked persons 50 years
of age and over most severely and these age groups claimed 92.3 per cent of diabetic

deaths, 58.1 per cent being females and 34.2 per cent males.

Congenital Debility and Malformations, including immaturity, caused 2,056
resident deaths in 1962 corresponding to a rate of 39.1 per 100,000 population.
The death rates from these causes have shown a steadj^ decline from 109.2 in 1910
(with the exception of 1912, 114.2) to 24.4 in 1951.

Alcoholism and Cirrhosis of the Liver (specified as alcoholic, etc.) were re-

sponsible for 991 resident deaths in 1962 corresponding to a rate of 18.8 per 100,000
population. Of these 108 were due to alcoholism which is a decrease of 123 over
those reported in 1961, corresponding to a rate of 2.3 per 100,000 population.
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Maternal Mortality. — Deaths from puerperal causes of residents of the State
in 1962 totalled 21 corresponding to a rate of 1.8 per 10,000 confinements. This rate

was an increase from 1961, the rate being 1.6.

Puerperal Septicemia. — There were 4 resident deaths from this cause in

1962, 3 in 1961, but was responsible for 3 resident deaths not including any due to

abortion with septic conditions in 1958, the rate for this cause being .2 per 10,000
confinements. In 1957 and in 1956 the rate was .4. Of the deaths from these causes
in 1958, 1 was from 15 to 19 years of age, 1 from 30 to 34 years of age and 1 from
35 to 39 years of age.

Diarrhea and Enteritis caused 78 deaths of residents in 1962, or 1.3 per 100,000
population. Twenty and five-tenths per cent of the total number of deaths charged
to these causes in 1960 were of infants under 2 years of age. The rates from this

cause for all ages were 1.5 in 1955, 1.4 in 1956, 1.1 in 1957, and 1.1 in 1958.

Principal Communicable Causes. — The deaths from epidemic and infectious

diseases have showm a great decline in the last 25 years. While certain of these
diseases have fluctuated considerably during this period they have, on the whole,
shown a steady decrease.

Influenza was responsible for 24 deaths of Massachusetts residents, or .4 per
100,000 inhabitants, as compared with .3 in 1954, .6 in 1955, .3 in 1956, 1.7 in 1957,
and .5 in 1958. In 1918 there were 13,783 deaths from this cause, corresponding to

a rate of 352.7 per 100,000 population. Since 1921 this rate has fluctuated between
.3 in 1954 and 27.9 in 1929.

Whooping Cough, one of the principal epidemic maladies of childhood had no
deaths in 1962 and was responsible for 2 deaths in 1961, or less than one-tenth of

one per 100,000 population.

Measles, another childhood disease, caused 7 resident deaths in 1962, or one-
tenth of one per 100,000 population. There were none in 1961. This rate was .1 in

1957, less than one-tenth of one in 1956, .4 in 1955 and .1 in 1954.

Scarlet Fever. — There were 2 deaths in 1962 from scarlet fever but there

was none in 1961. The rates have changed from year to year during the period 1933
to 1958, the highest being 2.5 in 1933 and less than one-tenth of one in 1946, 1948,

1949, 1952 and 1956 and no deaths m 1957.

Diphtheria and Croup — which are classed together in the statistics, but prac-

tically all of which are diphtheria had no deaths in 1962. There has been a decided
decrease in this disease since 1900 when the number of deaths was 1,475, with a
corresponding rate of 52.6 per 100,000 inhabitants.

Epidemic Cerebrospinal Meningitis claimed 13 victims in 1962, as compared
with 21 in 1961, 20 for 1960, 14 for 1959, 15 for 1958 and 1957. The rate for this

cause was .2 per 100,000 population.

Encephalitis Lethargica, commonly known as sleeping sickness, is a compara-
tively new disease and has varied little in the last five years. There being no deaths
in 1962, 5 deaths in 1961, 8 deaths in 1960, no deaths in 1959 and the number of

deaths in 1958 being 6, 9 in 1957, 6 in 1956 and 4 in 1955.

Dysentery. — There were 4 deaths in 1962, 1 death in 1961, 1 death in 1960, no
deaths in 1959 and 1958, 1 in 1957, 1 in 1956, 6 in 1955 and 13 in 1954.
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Typhoid Fever has shown a steady decline since 1910, having dropped from
12.2 in that year to less than one-tenth of one per 100,000 in 1946. This decline is

greater, relatively, than that shown for any other important cause of death. There
was 1 death due to t\i3hoid fever in 1962, 1961 and 1960, none in 1959, 1958 and
1957, 1 in 1956 and 1955.

Acute Poliomyelitis has showm an increase for 1962, the number of deaths being

3 or .1 per 100,000 population, as compared with 1 or .1 in 1961, .1 in 1960, .1 in 1959,

1958, 1957 and 1956 and 3.6 in 1955.

There were no deaths from Smallpox in 1962.

Violent and Accidental Deaths. — Deatli rates from violence for residents of

the State during the past five vears per 100,000 population were 57.9 in 1958, 57.0

in 1959, 54.2 in 1960, 55.2 in 1961 and 54.7 in 1962.

Resident deaths due to Railroarl Accidents and Injuries totalled 13 and corre-

sponded to a rate of .2 per 100,000 population. The rates for the pre\dous years

were .4 in 1957, .6 in 1958, .3 in 1959, .4 in 1960 and less than .1 in 1961.

There were no resident deaths resulting from Streetcar Accidents and Injuries.

Motor-Vehicle Traffic Accidents caused 715 deaths of residents in 1962,

with 4 deaths from motor vehicle and railroad collisions. There were no deaths
from motor vehicle and streetcar collisions. There were 24 nontraffic motor vehicle

rleaths. The rate was 13.6 per 100,000 population, as compared with 11.3 in 1961 and
1960, 11.7 in 1959, 12.8 in 1958 and 11.0 in 1957. No accurate data are available

for measuring the death rate per number of automobiles in use, as the statistics

compiled by the Department of PubUc Works show the number of machines regis-

tered, and thus contain duplications, since one machine may be registered more
than once in a calendar year. It is probable, however, that the increase has not
l)een so rapid as that of the number of machines in use.

Effects of Heat. — There were 2 deaths from this cause in 1962. In 1961 there

were 4, in 1960 no deaths, in 1959 there were 5, 1958 and 1957 there were 3 deaths.

The highest temperature recorded in 1959 was 96 degrees on August 16. The high-

est temperature recorded at the Weather Bureau of the United States Department
of Commerce since 1900 was 104 degrees on July 4, 1911. The next highest temper-
ature was 103 degrees on July 22, 1926.

Deaths of residents caused by Machinery Accidents in 1962 numl)ered 5 or less

than .1 per 100,000 population. The corresponding figures for previous years were
.2 in 1957, 1958 and 1959, .3 in 1960 and .3 in 1961.

The number of Suicides of Massachusetts residents in 1962 was 407 or 7.7 per

100,000 population. The rates since 1957 have been: 1958, 8.5; in 1959, 8.2; 1960,

8.2 and 1961, 8.5.

Resident deaths caused by firearms numbered 136 in 1962 corresponding to a

rate of 2.5 per 100,000 population. Of these deaths 95 were suicides, 27 were homi-
cides, and 14 were accidental (mcluding those concerning which the status as to

suicide, homicide, or accident was in doubt).

Resident deaths from Homicide numbered 79 in 1962, or 1.5 per 100,000 popula-

tion. The rates for homicide in recent vears are 1.3 in 1957, 1.0 in 1958, 1.1 in

1959, 1.3 in 1960 and 1961.

The causes of deaths for residents of the Commonwealth by sex for the complete
International List of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death are shown in Table 10.

Deaths from 256 Selected Causes occurring in each month are in Table 11 while

those grouped in five-year age periods by sex are shown in Table 12. In Table 13
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the deaths are shown for 58 causes and groups of causes for residents of other states
dying in Massachusetts as well as residents of Massachusetts dying in other states;
also these causes and groups of causes are shown in Table 14 for each county and
municipality.

For the Commonwealth as a whole the deaths and death rates for the five years
1955 to 1959 are shown for the 50 causes and groups of causes in the Abbreviated
International List in Table 20. In addition to the above presentations, Tables 15
to 19, 21, 23 and 28 to 32 show causes of death.

DEATHS INVESTIGATED BY MEDICAL EXAMINERS.

Source of Data. — The statistics of deaths investigated by medical examiners
published in this report are based upon annual returns made by medical examiners
and associates to the Secretary of the Commonwealth of deaths supposedly due to
violence, the cause and manner of which have been investigated during the year.
Deaths supposedly due to violence include deaths caused by the action of chemical,
thermal, or electrical agents, or following abortion, or from diseases resulting from
injury or infection related to occupation, or suddenly when not disabled by recog-
nizable disease, and those of persons found dead.

Medical examiners are often called upon to view cases in which the death was
not due to \dolence (heart disease, apoplexy, etc.) but where the death was simply
sudden or where no physician had been in recent attendance. Medical examiners
are also required to certify that they have viewed bodies to be cremated, and to
make personal inquiry into the cause and manner of death.

Number of Deaths Investigated. — The number of deaths investigated by the
medical examiners in 1962 was 16,924, or 29.3 per cent of the total number of deaths
which occurred during the year, as compared with 15,940 deaths in 1961 when the
rate was 28.6 per cent. Of the deaths investigated by medical examiners, 2,833, or
16.7 per cent, were reported as due to violence, while among the deaths returned to
the registrars, 2,874 were reported as due to violence.

The largest number of cases investigated by medical examiners in 1962 was in

Middlesex County, 4,126 as compared with 2,287 in Suffolk County. Of the deaths
investigated in Middlesex County 637, or 15.4 per cent, were reported as due to

violence.

Autopsies. — Autopsies were made in 1,826 or 10.7 per cent of the cases in-

vestigated by the medical examiners in 1962, as compared with 12.0 in 1961, 11.8 in

1960, 11.9 in 1959, 11.1 in 1958 and 5.4 in 1957.

The highest proportion of autopsies was in Middlesex County where 11.6 per cent
of the views were autopsied, also 11.6 per cent in 1961. Table 34 shows the number
of views and the number of autopsies in each count}' in each year from 1953 to

1962.

Cause of Death. — Over three-fourths (83.2 per cent) of the deaths viewed by
medical examiners in 1962 were from causes not due to violence, 16.8 per cent were
due to violence, and .4 per cent were stillbirths. One thousand, eight hundred and
nineteen, or 10.6 per cent of the views were for cremations.

Deaths from causes not due to violence numbered 14,091, of which 13,708 were
from natural causes and 106 were due to alcohoHsm.

Deaths due to violence numbered 2,833, of which 2,352 were due to accident and
poisoning, 402 were suicides, and 79 were homicides.
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Of' the 2,352 deaths due to accident and poisoning, 1,000 were due to falls, 737

were due to automobile accidents, 125 resulted from drowning, 8 were due to rail-

road accidents, and 482 to other causes.

Suicides numbered 402, or 14.2 per cent of the deaths due to violence. Suicides

committed by the use of illuminating and other gases, 62, and by hanging or strangu-

lation, 92, constituted more than one-third (38.3 per cent), of the total number.

The number of suicides by firearms was 92; by poisons, 60; by drowning, 24, and

other methods, 9.

Homicides numbered 79, of which 27 were by firearms, 17 by cutting or piercing

instruments, 35 by other m.eans, and none by intervention of police.
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IN Municipalities Having Over 10,000 Inhabitants: 1962.
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IN Municipalities Having Over 10,000 Inhabitants: 1962.
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Table 10

Cause of Death.

P.D. 1.

Allocated Deaths (Exclusive op
Stillbirths) from Each Cause

AND Class of Causes, Accobdinq
TO the Detailed International

List, by Sex: 1962.

Total
I

Males Females

360-369
364
366
367
369

370-379

Leuko-erythroblastic anemia
Aplastic anemia . _ .

Other specified anemias
Anemia of unspecified type
Polycythemia
Hemophilia ...
Purpura and other hemorrhagic conditions
Agranulocytosis ....
Diseases of spleen ....
Other

Other diseases of blood and blood-forming

Mental Psychoneurotic and Personality Dis-
orders ........

Psychoses
Paranoia and paranoid states

Senile psychosis _ .

Presenile psychosis
Alcoholic psychosis
Other and unspecified psychoses

Psychoneurotic disorders
Hysterical reaction without mention of anxiety reaction

Neurotic-depressive reaction ....
Disorders of character, behavior and intelligence

Alcoholism
Acute
Chronic
Unspecified

_
_

.

Other drug addiction
Mental deficiency .

Mongolism
Other and unspecified types

Diseases of the Nervous System and Sense Organs

Vascular lesions affecting central nervous system
Subarachnoid hemorrhage ....
Cerebral hemorrhage .....
Cerebral embolism and thrombosis .

Spasm of cerebral arteries ....
Other and ill-defined vascular lesions affecting central

nervous system .....
Inflammatory diseases of central nervous system
Meningitis, except meningococcal and tuberculous
Hemophilus influenzae ....
Pneumococcus ......
Due to other specified organism
Unspecified cause .....

Phlebitis and thrombophlebitis of intracranial venous
sinuses . . .

Intracranial and intraspinal abscess
Encephalitis, myelitis and encephalomyelitis (except

acute infectious)

Late effects of intracranial abscess or pyogenic infection

Multiple sclerosis ....
Other diseases of central nervous system
Paralysis agitans . . .

_
•

Cerebral spastic infantile paralysis .

Other cerebral paralysis
Epilepsy
Grand mal .

Status epilepticus
Other and unspecified

Other diseases of brain
Motor neurone disease and muscular atrophy

Progressive muscular atrophy
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis

Spinal type of muscular atrophy .

Other diseases of spinal cord ....
Diseases of nerves and peripheral ganglia .

Polyneuritis and polyradiculitis
Other and unspecified forms of neuralgia and neuritis

Other diseases of cranial nerves
Diseases of peripheral autonomic nervous system

Inflammatory diseases of eye . .
;

.

129

118
108
38
24
46
2
8

6,574

6,065
187

3,353
2,105

420

180
73
7
19
6

41

309
121

85
81
24
19
38
1

3
1

2

2,779

2,534
80

1,422
858

174

75
32
4
7
2
19

12

157
58
6
2

37
7
5

25
25
28
3

22
2
1

4
3
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Table 10

Cause of Death.

P.D. 1.

Allocated Deaths (Exclusive of
Stillbieths) from Each Cause

AND Class of Causes, Accoboing
to the Detailed International

List, b? Sex: 1962.

Total
I

Males Females

Diseases of pancreas
Acute pancreatitis
Chronic pancreatitis
Other diseases of pancreas
Cystic fibrosis

Diseases of the Genito-urinary System

Nephritis and nephrosis .

Acute nephritis ....
Nephritis with edema, including n^hrosis
Chronic nephritis ....
Nephritis not specified as acute or chronic
Other renal sclerosis

Other diseases of urinary system
Infections of kidney

Pyelitis, pyelocystitis and pyelonephritis
Abscess of kidney and perirenal tissue
Other ....

Hydronephrosis
Calculi of kidney and ureter
Other diseases of kidney and ureter
Calculi of other parts of urinary system
Cystitis ....
Other diseases of bladder
Stricture of urethra
Other diseases of urethra

Diseases of male genital organs
Hyperplasia of prostate .

Prostatitis ....
Other diseases of prostate
Other diseases of male genital organs

Diseases of breast, ovary, Fallopian tube and para
metrium.....

Salpingitis and oophoritis, unqualified
Other diseases of ovary and Fallopian tube
Diseases of parametrium and pelvic peritoneum (female)

Diseases of uterus and other female genital organs
Infective disease of uterus, vagina and vulva

Cervicitis ....
Other infective diseases of uterus
Vaginitis and vulvitis .

Uterovaginal collapse
Other diseases of uterus .

Disorders of menstruation
Menopausal symptoms .

Deliveries and Complications of Pregnancy
Childbirth and the Puerpbrium

Complications of pregnancy
Toxemias of pregnancy ....

Eclampsia of pregnancy
Other

Other hemorrhage of pregnancy

Abortion ......
Abortion without mention of sepsis or toxemia

Spontaneous or unspecified .

Induced for other reasons
Abortion with sepsis ....

Induced for other reasons

Delivery without complication
Cesarean section ....
Unspecified type of delivery

Delivery with specified complication
Delivery complicated by placenta praevia or ante-

partum hemorrhage .

Cesarean section .

Delivery complicated by other postpartum hemorrhage
Unspecified type of delivery

Delivery complicated by disproportion or malposition
of foetvis.......

Delivery with other complications of childbirth .

Unspecified type of delivery....

Ill
79
13
6

13

929

308
27
19

196
62
4

498
396
387

4
2
9

19
23
3
12
7

29

110
102

67
46
10
4
7

510

164
14
13

103
31
3

236
174
170

1

2
6
7
18
1

4

20

110
102

Special subdivision used in the Division of Vital Statistics.
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Table 10

Cause of Death.

Cleft palate and harelip . . _ .

Congenital malformations of digestive system .

Congenital hypertrophic pyloric stenosis

Imoerforate anus .....
Other

Congenital malformations of genito-unnary system
Polycystic disease of kidney
Congenital malformations of external genital organs
Other .

•

Congenital malformations of bone and joint

Chondrodystrophy .....
Congenital malformations of skull

Brittle bones ......
Congenital abnormalities of lumbosacral region

Other •

Other and unspecified congenital malformations

.

Of respiratory system .....
Of muscle .....-•
Other and unspecified .....

Certain Diseases of Early Infancy

Birth injuries, asphyxia and infections of newborn
Intracranial and spinal injury at birth

Without mention of immaturity .

With immaturity
Other birth injury ....
Without mention of immaturity .

With immaturity
Postnatal asphyxia and atelectasis .

Without mention of immaturity
With immaturity

Pneumonia of newborn .

Without mention of immaturity .

With immaturity
Diarrhea of newborn
Without mention of immaturity
With immaturity

Ophthalmia neonatorum .

With immaturity
Other sepsis of newborn .

Without mention of immaturity .

With immaturity ...
Neonatal disorders arising from maternal toxemia

Attributed to maternal diabetes, without mention o

immaturity . . . . .
',

Attributed to "toxemia of pregnancy", with im
maturity . . . • • • .

Attributed to other or unspecified maternal toxemia
witli immaturity .....

Other diseases peculiar to early infancy . _ .

Hemolytic disease of newborn (erythroblastosis)

Erythroblastosis without mention of nervous affec

tion or immaturity .

Kernicterus, without mention of immaturity
Erythroblastosis with disorder of liver other than

icterus gravis, without mention of immaturity
Erythroblastosis, without mention of nervous affec-

tion but with immaturity .

Kernicterus with immaturity
Hemorrhagic disease of newborn

Without mention of immaturity .

With immaturity ....
Nutritional maladjustment
Without mention of immaturity .

With immaturity . . .

Ill-defined diseases peculiar to early infancy
Without mention of immaturity .

With immaturity ....
Immaturity with mention of any other subsidiary con-

dition .....
Immaturity, unqualified .

Symptoms, Senility and Ill-defined Conditions

Symptoms referable to systems or organs .

Certain symptoms referable to nervous system and
special senses ......

Coma and stupor .....
Convulsions ......
Jacksonian epilepsy .....

Other symptoms referable to nervous system and spe
ciai senses ......

Allocated Deaths (Exclusive of
Stillbirths) from Each Cause

AND Class of Causes, According
to the Detailed International

List, by Sex: 1962.

Total

1

55
11
1

43

1,561

664
50
22
28

121
28
93

395
83

312
85
58
27
3
2
1

1

9
4

897
66

49

17

Males

31
9
1

22

912

385
27
15
12
74
21
53

234
51
183
44
31
13
2
2

24

10

19
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Table 10

Cause of Death.

P.D. 1

Allocated Deaths (Exclusive of
Stillbirths) from Each Cause

AND Class of Causes, According
TO THE Detailed International

List, by Sex: 1962.

Water-transport accident of unspecified cause .

Aircraft accidents . ...
Accident to personnel in military aircraft .

Injury to occupant by accident to other specified air

craft .......
Aircraft accident at airfield to person not in aircraft

Other and unspecified aircraft accidents

Accidental poisoning by solid and liquid substances
Accidental poisoning by barbituric acid and derivatives

Accidental poisoning by aspirin and salicylates . .

Accidental poisoning by other analgesic and soporific

drugs .......
Accidental poisoning by alcohol
Accidental poisoning by petroleum products
Accidental poisoning by industrial solvents

Accidental poisoning by corrosive aromatics, acids and
caustic alkalis......

Accidental poisoning by lead and its compounds
Accidental poisoning by other and unspecified solid and

liquid substances .....
Accidental poisoning by gases and vapors .

Accidental poisoning by utility (illuminating) gas
Accidental poisoning by motor-vehicle exhaust gas
Accidental poisoning by other carbon monoxide gas .

Accidental poisoning by other specified gases and vapors

Accidental falls ......
Fall on stairs ......
Fall from ladders ......
Other falls from one level to another
Fall on same level ......
Unspecified falls ......
Other accidents ......
Blow from falling or projected object or missile .

Accident caused by machinery . .

Accident caused by cutting and piercing instruments
Accident caused by electric current . . . _

Accident caused by fire and explosion of combustible
material . . . . . . •

Accident caused by hot substance, corrosive liquid

and steam ......
Accident caused by firearms
Inhalation and ingestion of food causing obstruction or

suffocation . . . ...
Inhalation and ingestion of other object causing ob

struction or suffocation ....
Foreign body entering other orifice . . . .

Accidental mechanical suffocation in bed and crib

Accidental mechanical suffocation in other and unspeci
fied circumstances .....

Lack of care of infants under 1 year of age
Accidental drowning and submersion
Excessive heat and insolation ....
Excessive cold ......
Hunger, thirst and exposure ....
Lightning .......
Other and unspecified accidents

Complications due to nontherapeutic medical and
surgical procedures ......

Therapeutic misadventure and late complications of

therapeutic procedures ....
Therapeutic misadventure in surgical treatment
Therapeutic misadventure in infusion or transfusion

Therapeutic misadventure in administration of drugs
or biologicals . . . .

_
•

Therapeutic misadventure in anesthesia
Other and unspecified therapeutic misadventure

Late effects of injury and poisoning .

Late effect of motor-vehicle accident
Late effect of accidental poisoning
Late effect of other accidental injury
Late effect of injury purposely inflicted by another per

son (not in war) . . . .

Late effects of injuries due to war operations

Total

1,000
109
11

185
273
422

16
5
3

11

197

Males

126
2
5
2
2

40

22

17
2
8
4
3

420
55
9

101
108
148

14
5
2
9

110

5
13

37

4
2

110
2
4

2
29
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256 Seli
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256 Selected Causks, bt Age and Sex: 1962.
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256 Selected Causes, bt Age and Sex: 1962.
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256 Selected Causes, by Age and Sex: 1962.



58



P.D. 1.

59

256 Selected Causes,
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255 Selected Causes, by Age and Sex: 1962.
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256 Selected Causes, by Age and Sex: 1962.
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Table 12

Cause of Death.

P.D. 1.

Allocated Deaths (Exclusitb of Stillbibths) from

AGE OF decedents (YEARS).

l^'uDCtioual aiseuse ot heart

Other and unspecified diseases of

heart

Hypertension with heart disease

Hypertensive heart disease with

arteriolar nephrosclerosis .

Essential hypertension with heart

disease, etc.i ....
Hypertension without mention of heart

Hypertension with arteriolar neph-

rosclerosis, etc.i

Essential hypertension, other hyper-

tensive disease, etc.* .

Diseases of arteries....
General arteriosclerosis

Aortic aneurysm specified as non-
syphilitic, etc.i

Gangrene of unspecified cause

Other arterial diseases .

Diseases of veins and other diseases of

circulatory system .

Diseases of the Respiratort Sys-

tem

Acute upper respiratory infections .

Influenza

Pneumonia, except pneumonia of new-
born

Lobar pneumonia

Bronchopneumonia

Primary atypical pneumonia

Pneumonia, other and unspecified .

Acute bronchitis ....
Bronchitis, chronic and unqualified .

Hypertrophy of tonsils and adenoids .

1'
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256 Selected Cavses, by Age and Sex: 1962.

AGE OP DBCBDENTB (TBARS).

4

1

3

60

39
21

117

65
52

10

6

4

107

59
48
17

8

9

53
33

226
104
122

23
14

9

205
90
115
28
13

15

13

5
130
89

41

43
24

19

74

56
18

15

7

8

102

53
49

251

87

164

34
14

20
220
73
147

30
14

16

17

10

5

5
181

104

77
104

50
54

69

51

18

3

15

10

5

92
42

50
280
100
180

36
16
20
245
84
161

66
30
36
49

25
24
16

5
11

236
109
127

178
71

107

53

36
17

13

6

7

93
44
49

276
92
184

43

20
23

233
72

161

63

33
30
52
29
23
11

4

7

305
135

170
250
102

148
50
32
18

11

5

6

60
24
36
174

39
135
25
6

19

149

33
116
52

15

37
34
11

23
18

4

14

319
107
212
293
93

200
23

12

11

3

3

20
6

14

60
13

47
11

1

10

50
12

38
29
8

21

18

5
13

10

3

7

194

63
131

187
60
127

28

5

114

1

11

8

3

29
15

14

157

1]

41

1

1

103
76

27

4

3

1

42

28
14

216
162

54

128
88

40

4

71

42

29
347
258
89

212
151

61

36
26
10

140
104

36
5

3

2

31

18

13

2

2

21

19

2

2

5

2

3

98

51

47
432
271
161

3

289
163
126
36
23
13

179
96
83

15

12

3

59

32
27

3

3

30
28

5

2

3

82

29

53
438
239
199

5

322
163

159
39
26
13

217
110

107
10

4

6

56
23
33
3

1

2

21

15

6

5

1

4

57
27

30
472
237
235

1

1

3

1

2

374
173

201
32
15

17

270
123

147
11

3

2

1

28

7

21

368
167

201
1

1

323
137

186

39
18

21

212
90
122

16

1

1

10

4

6

188

61

127

1

4

167
53

114
18

4

14

117

36
81

8

4

4

24

9

15

3

3

5

3
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256 Selected Causes, by Age and Sex: 1962.
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Table 12

Cause of Death.

Allocated Deaths (Exclusitb of Stillbibthb) fbom

AGE OF DECEDENTS (TEABS).

Accidental poisoning by solid and
liquid substances

Accidental poisoning by gases and
vapors

Accidental falls ....
Fall from one level to another .

Fall on same level

Unspecified falls ....
Blow from falling object .

Accident caused by machinery .

Accident caused by electric current .

Accident caused by fire and explosion,

etc.i

Accident caused by hot substance,

etc'

Accident caused by firearms

Inhalation and ingestion of food or

other object ....
Accidental drowning

Excessive heat and insolation .

Complications due to nontherapeutic
medical and s\irgical procedures,
therapeutic misadventure, etc.' .

All other accidents ....
Suicide

Suicide by poisoning

Suicide by hanging and strangula-

tion

Suicide by firearms and explosives .

Suicide by all other means .

Homicide

Assault by firearms and explosives .

Assault by cutting and piercing in-

stnunents . . . ,

1,000
420
oSO
305
165
140
273
lOS

165
422
148
274
1

14

11

5
6

75
52

23
407
301
106
145

90
55
92

75
17

95
83

12

75
53
22

79
42

37
27

19

8

17

13

4

' For category titles and numbers, see table 10.
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256 Selected Causes, bt Age and Sex: 1962.
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256 Selbctbd Causes, bt Age and Sex: 1962.
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Important Causes Allocated to Each County by Municipality: 1962.
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Important Causes Allocated
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Impoktant Causes Allocated to Each County by Municipality: 1962.
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Impoktant Causes Allocated
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Table 14

Cause of Death.

(50)

All Causes.*
Tuberculosis of the respiratory system (1-8)

All other forms of tuberculosis (10-19)

Syphilis (20-29) .

Typhoid fever (40)

Dysentery, all forms (45-48)

Scarlet fe\-er and streptococcal sore throat

(50, 51) .

Diphtheria (55)
Whooping cough (56)

Meningococcal infections (57)

Acute poliomyelitis (80)

Measles (85)
Malaria (110-117)
Infectious hepatitis (92)

All other diseases classified as infective and
parasitic (residual) ....

Malignant neoplasms (140-205)

Benign and unspecified neoplasms (210-239)

Diabetes mellitus (260) ....
Anemias (290-293) ....
Vascular lesions affecting central nervous

system (330-334) . •
. .

•

Nonmeningococcal meningitis (340)

Rheumatic fever (400-402)
Chronic rlieumatic heart disease (410-416)

Arteriosclerotic heart disease, including

coronary disease (420)
Degenerative heart disease (421, 422)

Other diseases of heart (430-434)
Hypertension with heart disease (440-443)

Hypertension without mention of heart

(444-447)
Influenza (480-483) ....
Pneumonia (490-493) ....
Bronchitis (500-502) ....
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum (540, 541)

Appendicitis (550-553) ....
Intestinal obstruction and hernia (560, 561,

570)
Gastritis, duodenitis, enteritis, and colitis,

except diarrhea of the newborn (543,

571, 572)
Cirrhosis of the liver (581)
Nephritis and nephrosis (590-594) .

Hyperplasia of prostate (610) ._

Complications of pregnancy, childbirth and
the puerperium (640-652, 660, 670-689)

Congenital malforniations (750-759)
Birth injuries, postnatal asphyxia and

atelectasis (760-762) .

Infections of the newborn (763-768)
Other diseases peculiar to early infancy
and immaturity unqualified (769-776)

Senility without mention of psychosis, ill

defined and unknown causes (780-795)
Arteriosclerosis (450)
All other diseases (residual)

Motor-vehicle accidents (810-835) .

Railroad accidents and injuries (800-802)
Air-transport accidents (860-866) . _ .

Burns (fire, explosion, scalds, conflagration,

etc.) (transport accidents excepted)
(915-917)

Accidental drowning (850, 851, 929)
Accidental falls (transport accidents ex-

cepted) (900-904) ....
All other accidents . . . •

Suicide and self-inflicted injury (963, 970-
979)

Homicide and operations of war (964, 965,
980-985, 990-999) ....

P.D. 1

Deaths from

25 20

:

42

9 133

1 The numbers of the titles of the detailed International list included in each title of the abbrpviated

list appear in parentheses.
'Exclusive of stillbirths.
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Table 14

Cause of Death.

Deaths from
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Impobtant Causes Allocated to Each County by Municipality:
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Important Causes Allocated to Each County by Municipality: 1962.
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Int.
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Lancaster.
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Table 14

Cause of Death. i

Deaths from



103
iMPOBTANT Causes Allocated to Each County by Municipality: 1962.

6



104 P.D. 1,



P.D. 1, 106

Table 15
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Table 17

Ttpb of Accident.

P.D. 1.

Accidental Deaths, i According to

Age of Decedents (years)

Total M
I
F

Under 1

"M I F
to 4 5 to 14

1

15 to 19 20 to 24

M
I
F M

I
F

I
M

I
F M

I

1 GRAND TOTAL 2,210| 1,288| 922| 231 271 73| 41 1 64| 24|l00| 20| 901 21

Occupational Total
Agriculture
Mining, quarrying, oil and gas wells
Manufacturing
Construction
Transportation
Public utilities

Trade
Service
Other specified industry-
Unspecified industry .

64
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Type of Accident, by Age and Sex: 1962.

d
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Table 21
Deaths and Death Rates

Number of Deaths^ and Death

Years.
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BIRTH STATISTICS

Introduction ....
Birth registration

Importance of birth records

Adoptions
Records impounded .

Treatment of infants' eyes

Allocation

Live births

Birth rate

Changes in birth rate

Stillbirths

Birth rates, highest .

Sex proportion at birth

Plural births .

Natural increase

Statistical tables

132
132

132, 133
133

134
134
134
134
134
134
134

134, 135
135
135
135

136-145

INTRODUCTION.

Birth Registration. — Birth registration has been compulsory in Massachusetts
since Colonial times. It was one of the first States to be included in the registration

area of the United States Census Bureau.
The physician* in attendance at the birth of a child is required, within forty-

eight hours, to give notice and make a complete return within fifteen days of the

facts required for record to the clerk of the town of birth. Parents, within forty

days are required to give notice to the registration official of children born to them

.

In addition to the above, persons in charge of a hospital, almshouse, or other

institution, pubhc or private, are required to give, on or before the fifth day of

each month, notice to the town clerk of every birth occurring among the persons

in such institution during the preceding month. The law also provides that the

clerk of each town may annually in January ascertain the facts required for record

of all children born in his town during the preceding year and resident therein.

Returns are made in the first instance to the local clerks of the city or town in

which the birth occurred with the exception of Boston where the City Registrar is

the official in charge.

The records on file in the Division of Vital Statistics are attested copies of the

originals filed with local officials. The law has required the filing at this central

record office since 1841. During this time 7,912,054 births have been filed and
indexed. Since the establishment of the office of State Registrar of Vital Sta-

tistics in 1918, a systematic campaign has been carried on to obtain prompt and
complete comphance with the birth registration laws. People are beginning more
and more to reahze the importance of birth records, so complete registration

should soon be an accomplished fact.

Importance of Birth Records. — Records of birth are becoming more impor-
tant every day. Government and other agencies are demanding proof of citizenship

through birth certificates. This has caused a tremendous increase in the issuance of

certified copies of birth records. The apphcations for certified copies are being
made in person and by mail from all parts of the country. As Massachusetts is one
of the few states that have records previous to 1912 there is a great demand at all

times. This great demand for birth records will continue as they are also required
for Old Age Assistance, Social Security and for allotment purposes.

There is hardly a relation of life, social, legal, or economic, in which the evidence
furnished by an accurate registration of births may not prove to be of the greatest

value, not only to the individual, but also to the public at large. It is not only an

*Midwives are not recognized in Massachusetts. The courts have held that the practice of midwifery
is the practice of medicine, and as there is no provision under the law for licensing midwives, any one who
practices midwifery is violating the medical registration laws.
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act of civilization to register Birth Certificates, but also good business, for they
are frequently used in many practical ways:

1. As evidence to prove the age and legitimacy of heirs;

2. As proof of age to determine the validity of a contract entered into by an
alleged minor;

3. As evidence to estabHsh age and proof of citizenship and descent; in order
to vote;

4. As evidence to establish the right of admission to the professions and to many
public offices;

5. As evidence of legal age to marry;
6. As evidence to prove the pension claims of widows and orphans;
7. As evidence to determine the hability of parents for the debts of a minor;
8. As evidence in the administration of estates, the settlement of insurance and

pensions;

9. As evidence to prove the irresponsibility of children under age for crime and
misdemeanor, and various other matters in the criminal statute

;

10. As evidence in the enforcement of laws relating to education and to child

labor;

11. As evidence to determine the relations of guardians and wards;
12. As proof of citizenship in order to obtain a passport;
13. As evidence in the claim for exemption from or the right to jury and military

service.

Copies of records of births occurring during the preceding year are required by
statute to be forwarded annually to the Division of Vital Statistics but many of

the clerks co-operate with the Division by making periodic returns during the year.

After the statutory period has elapsed for filing copies of the records with the
Department of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, no delayed returns are accepted
unless by affidavit made by the parents, supported by written evidence at the time
of birth, or by affidavit of the attending physician at the time of birth, or based
upon a writing made at the time by a person since deceased charged with making
the return in the first instance, except that in cases of delayed returns when no
deponent is available the clerk may under the provisions of Chapter 542, Acts of

1945, accept a return w^ithout affidavit on written evidence satisfactory to him and
if he rejects an affidavit for fifing a delayed return, the person concerned can appeal
to a Probate Judge in the county in which the birth occurred, and if the Probate
Judge orders the birth to be recorded, the clerk is then required to make a record of

the birth. As the evidential value of a record depends for its authenticity upon the
fact that it is made contemporaneously with the happening of the event recorded,
the registrars are required to exercise considerable care by requesting written evi-

dence made soon after the time of birth before accepting delayed returns, particu-

larly if it is some years after the birth occurred. This holds true of corrections

which can only be made in accordance with the facts as they actuaUy existed at the
time the birth occurred, with the exception of an illegitimate child who is legitima-

tized through the subsequent marriage of its parents; in these cases the record may
be amended, so that the child will appear on the record as the legitimate offspring

of its parents.

As a means of eliminating errors from physicians' returns of births, Chapter 434

,

Acts of 1941 requires that registrars send a supplemental report of the physician's
return to the parents for their verification; and when the certificate is returned
properly signed by a parent it is filed with the physician's certificate. This is a
splendid system as it eliminates any claim later that an error has been made in

the return of birth.

Adoptions. — Chapter 97, Acts of 1938 amended the statute relating to adop-
tions and provides that legally adopted children may have their birth records
amended so as to appear as the natural children of the adoptive parents. Illegiti-

mate children who have had their names legally changed may have their birth
records amended to agree with the name decreed by court.
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Certain Records Impounded. — Returns and records of illegitimate and ab-

normal sex births are impounded by statute from inspection. The law prohibits

the issuance of copies of such records to the general pubhc. These records can be

inspected by or copies issued only to the child, the mother, attorney for the child,

its legal guardian or to others by order of the court. Chapter 65, Acts of 1945

provided that in cases of illegitimate records which have been amended to appear

as legitimate records through intermarriage of the parents or by adoption, no
notation shall appear on certified copies that are issued that amendment has been

made. This is a further protection to the illegitimate child.

Treatment of Infants* Eyes after Birth. — Chapter 46, Acts of 1943 requires

attending physician to record on the birth certificate the use of a prophylactic

remedy with which he has treated the eyes of a child whose birth he has personally

attended.

Allocation. — Births are charged to the place of the event and also are allocated

to the place of residence of the parents. This insures as near a true rate as possible

and has a marked effect on municipalities which are large hospital centers. These
cities and towns in the past have been charged with a high rate and small com-
munities without hospital facilities have shown a low rate. The usual place of

residence has been used as a basis for all births occurring outside the State as well

as for those in the State. In the case of institutions, births have been allocated to

the place of residence before entrance.

Live Births. — In the Commonwealth in 1962 there were 114,042 live births

registered, a decrease of 1,680 or 1 .5 per cent as compared with the number registered

in 1961. The allocated births numbered 112,342 for 1962.

Birth Rate. — In proportion to the total population, the total births registered

were equivalent to a rate of 21.7 per 1,000 population, and is a decrease of .7 per

1,000 over that of 1961. This rate is .9 per 1,000 below the average for the five

years 1958 to 1962. The allocated births for 1962 had a birth rate of 21.4.

Changes in Birth Rate. — The birth rate for the Commonwealth attained the

highest point on record, 30.2 in the year 1857. Since then the rate, although fluctu-

ating considerably, has shown a marked dechne, and a gradual dechne since 1924.

Starting with 1940 the trend has been upward with the exception of 1944 and
1945, culminating in the highest number of recorded births in the history of the

State in 1957. Though the registered births in the period 1947 to 1956 are below
this all-time high, they are still larger than the previous recorded high of 95,731

in 1917. During this period (with the exception of 1952 and 1956), the infant death
rate has also declined, the infant mortality rate for 1951 being the lowest ever

recorded, so that the number of babies who survive the dangers of infancy is be-

coming steadily greater. This fact is shown in the infant mortality tables.

Stillbirths. — Chapter 113, Acts of 1945, defines stillborn children for the pur-

poses of Vital Statistics: "A stillborn child shall be deemed to be a foetus born after

a period of gestation of not less than 20 weeks, in which foetus there is no attempt
at respiration, no action of heart and no m.ovement of voluntary muscle —."

Previous to 1936 there was no statute defining a stillbirth, consequently many
returns had been made which, under this definition, would not have been returned.

The statute now clearly defines a stillbirth and precludes any misunderstanding as

to what returns should be made.
Stillbirths allocated in 1962 numbered 1,023. The rate per 1,000 live births

allocated was 13.4 in 1961; 11.4 in 1960, 13.7 in 1959 and 14.6 in 1958. The rate

for 1962 was 9.9.

Birth Rates, Highest. — The municipalities having 15,000 inhabitants or more
showing the highest registered birth rates in 1962 are: Winchester, 90.8; Norwood,
67.0; Methuen, 62.3; Chelsea, 59.1; Attleboro, 50.6 and Holyoke, 50.4.
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Variations in the birtli rates of different communities may be partially accounted
for by differences in the proportions of married women of child-bearing age residing

therein, and by the presence of hospitals to which expectant mothers go from
neighboring cities and towns in order to take advantage of the best medical advice

and obstetrical care during pregnancy and childbirth. The allocated birth rates

help to substantiate this statement. Worcester which showed the highest registered

rate (34.3) of any place in the State of over 100,000 population has a rate of 20.7

through the allocation of births.

Sex Proportion at Birth. — It has never been determined whether the higlier

proportion of masculine than of feminine births is the result of definite causes or

not. Allocated births numbered 57,902 males and 54,440 females in 1962, with

1,063 as a ratio of male to female births.

Plural Births. — In 1962 there were 2,125 cases of plural births (allocated);

2,107 cases of twins and IS cases of triplets, or 19.6 pairs of twins per 1,000 live

births (allocated), and one-tenth of one case of triplets.

Natural Increase. — The excess of the birth rate over the death rate shows the

ratio at which the community is reproducing itself by natural increases. In every
year since the compilation of birth statistics was started the birth rate has been
higher than the death rate.

The rate of natural increase for 1962 was 11.3 per 1,000 population for registered

births and also averaged 11.3 for the five j^ears 1958 to 1962. The rate of increase

was 13.5 for allocated births in 1962.

The number of births is greatly in excess of the number of deaths, and this fact

coupled with the steady decrease in infant mortality, has resulted in a net gain in

the natural increase in population. The excess of births over deaths amounted to

109.6 in 1961 ; 101.5 in 1960; 108.7 per cent in 1959; 109.1 per cent in 1958 and 110.5

per cent in 1957. The excess of registered births over registered deaths in 1962 was
54,982 or 107.4 per cent, while the increase of allocated births over allocated deaths

was 54,544 or 105.9 per cent.

For comparisons previous to 1900 relative to the natural increase from 1851, and
for figures from that date up to and including 1919, reference may be made to the

Annual Report of Mtal Statistics of Massachusetts for the year ending December
31, 1919, Public Document No. 1.
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Table 35

Counties and
Municipalities.!

Registered Live Births; Allocated Live Births and Stillbirths,
IN Cities and Towns, by Sex, and Birth Rates per 1,000 Population,

IN Each County, City and Town: 1962.

Registered
Total.

Allocated.

Total.
Male. Female.

Rate.

Stillbirths.

Total.

Male. ; Female.

The State.
Barnstable County
Barnstable
Bourne
Brewster .

Chatham .

Dennis
Eastham .

Falmouth .

Harwich
Mashpee .

Orleans
Provincetown
Sandwich .

Truro
WeUfleet .

Yarmouth .

Berkshire County
Adams
Alford
Becket
Cheshire .

Clarksburg
Dalton
Egremont .

Florida
Great Barrington
Hancock .

Hinsdale .

Lanesborough
Lee .

Lenox
Monterey .

Mount Washington
New Ashford
New Marlborough
North Adams .

Otis
Peru
Pittsfield
Richmond .

Sandisfield
Savoy
Sheffield .

Stockbridge
Tyringham
Washington
West Stockbridge
Williamatown
Windsor
Bristol County
Acushnet .

Attleboro
Berkley
Dartmouth
Dighton
Easton
Fairhaven .

Fall River
Freetown .

Mansfield .

New Bedford .

North Attleborough
Norton
Raynham .

Rehoboth .

Seekonk
Somerset .

Swansea
Taunton .

Westport .

Dukes County .

Chilmark .

Edgartown
Gay Head
Gosnold

114,042
1,646
865
768

3,323
102

1

1

267

1

842

2,083

8,552
2

1,520

2
3,010

2
2,646

48
3

121
3

21
1,108

7
105

112,342
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Table 35

Counties and
Municipalities.

Registered Live Births; Allocated Live Births and Stillbirths,
IN Cities and Towns, by Sex, and Birth Rates per 1,000 Population,

IN Each County, City and Town: 1962.

Registered
Total.

Allocated.

Total.
Male. Female.

Rate.

Stillbirths.

Total. 2

Male. Female

Oak Bluffs
Tisbury
West Tisbury
Essex County
Amesbury
Andover
Beverly
Boxford
Danvera
Essex
Georgetown
Gloucesteb
Groveland
Hamilton .

Haverhill
Ipswich
Lawrence
Lynn
Lynnfield .

Manchester
Marblehead
Merrimac .

Methuen .

Middleton
Nahant
Newbury .

Newburyport
North Andover
Feabody .

Rockport .

Rowley
Salem
Salisbury .

Saugus
Swampscott
Topsfield .

Wenham .

West Newbury
Franklin County
Ashfield
Bernard3ton
Buckland .

Charlemont
Colrain
Conway
Deerfield .

Erving
Gill .

Greenfield .

Hawley
Heath
Leverett .

Leyden
Monroe
Montague .

New Salem
Northfield
Orange
Rowe
Shelburne .

Shutesbury
Sunderland
Warwick .

Wendell .

Whately .

Hampden County
Agawam
Blandford
Brimfield
Chester
Chicopee
East Longmeadow
Granville
Hampden
Holland
Holyoke

103

12,167
311

3
1,196

412

1

570

1,388
194

1,299
2,379

1

103
2

1,674

430
3

85

1

1,649
15

450

1

887

1

665

208

10,390
4

2
711

1

1

2,784

33
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Table 35
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Table 35

Counties and
Municipalities.'

Registered Live Births; Allocated Live Births and Stillbirths,
IN Cities and Towns, by Sex, and Birth Rates per 1,000 Population,

IN Each County, City and Town: 1962.

Registered
Total.

Allocated.

TotaL
Male. Female.

Rate.

Stillbirths.

Total. 2

Male. Female.

Sudbury ,

Tewksbury
Townsend .

Tyngsborough
Wakefield .

Waltham .

Watertown
Wayland .

Westford .

Weston
Wilmington
Winchester
WOBURN .

Nantucket County
Nantucket
Norfolk County
Avon
Bellingham
Braintree
Brookline
Canton
Cohasset
Dedham
Dover
Foxborough
Franklin
Holbrook
Med field

Medwav
Millis
Milton
Needham
Norfolk
Norwood
Plainville
Quincy
Randolph
Sharon
Stoughton
Walpole
Wellesley
Westwood
Weymouth
Wrentham
Plymouth County
Abington .

Bridgewater
Brockton
Carver
Duxbury .

East Bridgewater
Halifax
Hanover .

Hanson
Hingham .

Hull .

Kingston .

Lakeville .

Marion
Marshfield
Mattapoisett
Middleborough
Norwell
Pembroke .

Plymouth .

Plympton .

Rochester .

Rockland .

Scituate
Wareham .

West Bridgewater
Whitman
Suffolk County
Boston
Chelsea

2
124

2
7
2

,187
12
1

1,788
669

7,930

95
3

296

1

2
1

2
451
436

2
1,754

4
1,977

1

2
747

3
6
1

2,132
6

3,914

2
2,414

377

489

8
602

3
27,053
24,493
1.590

228
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Table 38 Allocated Live Births and Allocated Stillbirths by Age op Mother,
Birth Weight, Color, Plurality and Place of Delivery: 1962.

Allocated Live Births.
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MARRIAGE STATISTICS
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solemnize marriages in the city or town where he resides; and it may be solemnized

among Friends or Quakers according to the usages of their societies; and it raay be

solemnized among the Baha'is, by the Chairman of an incorporated local spiritual

assembly of the Baha'is according to the usage of their society; and a specified

marriage may be performed by a nonresident clergyman commissioned by the

Governor in accordance with the provisions of General Laws, Chap. 207, Sec. 39;

but no person shall solemnize a marriage in the Commonw^ealth unless he can read

and write the English language.

Section 33 of Chapter 207 of General Laws (Ter. Ed.) as amended provides for

filing evidence of marriage of residents of Massachusetts who have been married in

another State or without the United States, with the city or town clerk of their

place of domicile at the time of the marriage.

Section 28A of Chapter 207 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.) as amended pro\ddes

for premarital blood examination. Certificates of medical examinations must be

presented by both parties to the intended marriage before the marriage certificate

is issued.

Accuracy. — The registration of marriages presents fewer difficulties than the

registration of birth and death records and the statistics should be nearly 100 per

cent perfect.

Every precaution has been taken to see that the statutes pertaining to the solem-

nization of marriage are strictly enforced, but as there is no public registration of

ministers of the gospel in Massachusetts, it is not always possible to get in touch

with the persons responsible for making returns of marriages solemnized by them.

To guard against the possibifity of marriages being performed on one license where

two are required, on an out-of-state hcense, or on a license that has become invalid

because of lapse of time, copies have been prepared of the marriage laws and are

forwarded, upon request, to all persons interested, and are sent to the city and town
clerks, together with posters setting forth the legal impediments to marriage, which

are required to be posted in their offices.

The errors in solemnizing and returning a record of marriage, if any, are due to

the lack of information as to the requirements of the statute rather than to any
wilful attempt to evade the requirements of the law.

Marriage licenses issued to residents are vahd throughout the Commonwealth,
regardless of the residence of either party and many marriages are performed in

cities and towns other than the place where either party Hved. Persons who do

not reside in the Commonwealth must file their intention with the clerk of the

city or town w^here they propose to have the marriage solemnized and the marriage

must be solemnized in that particular municipality.

The principal source of error in the records of marriage comes about through the

carelessness or ignorance of one of the parties in filing the notice of intention as to

the facts concerning the other party. These certificates are compared in the Divi-

sion of Vital Statistics and every effort is made to have the certificates agree, but

considerable confusion and delay follow from this situation.

Purpose. — The practical purposes of marriage records are:

1. As evidence to establish dower and curtesy rights of husband and wife.

2. To prove legality as to claims of inheritance.

3. As evidence upon which to base subsequent records concerning the parties.

4. For Governmental pension purposes.

5. For pensions under Employees Pension Laws.

6. For insurance, pension and retirement purposes.

7. To estabUsh legal settlement for pubUc aid and the settlement of dependent

children of parents.

8. For naturalization and passport purposes.

9. To prove legitimacy of children.

The following tables contain the number of marriages solemnized

:
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Table 42

Counties and
Municipalities*

P.D. 1.

Marriages, Classified by Residence of Bride and Groom,
IN Each County and Municipality: 1962.

Total
Couples

Groom
and bride
residents

Groom
L resident

Bride
a resident

Groom and
bride

non-residents

HOLYOKB
Longiueadow
Ludlow
Monson
Montgomery
Palmer
Russell
Southwick .

Springfield
Tolland
Wales
West Springfield
Westfield
Wiibraham .

Hampshire County
Amherst
Belchertown
Chesterfield
Cummington
Easthampton
Goshen
Granby
Hadley
Hatfield
Huntington
Middlefield .

Northampton
Pelham
Plainfield .

South Hadley
Southampton
Ware
Westhampton
Williamsburg
Worthington
Middlesex County
Acton
Arlington
Ashby
Ashland
Ayer
Bedford
Belmont
Billerica

Boxborough
Burlington .

Cambridge
Carlisle
Chelmsford .

Concord
Dracut
Dunstable .

Everett
Framingham
Groton
Holliston
Hopkinton .

Hudson
Lexington .

Lincoln
Littleton
Lowell
Malden
Marlborough
Maynard
Medford
Melrose
Natick
Newton
North Reading
Pepperell
Reading
Sherborn
Shirley
SOMERVILLE

292
50
77
20

56
5

28
1,310

4
118
137
34

572
67
27
4

90
2

17
32

1

15
4

165

3
65

50
3

20
7

7,518
40
239
11
22
145
49
202

32
865

2
84
63
44
1

284
223
18
23
22
57
145
12
21

642
453
103
43

398
139
109
622
28
30
182

2
16

643

125
7

25

34
64
3

156
14

2
,225
15
69
1

8
2
9

24
27

12
211

13
13
10

93
83
6
9

11
25
26
1

6
337
141
62
18
91
40
31
140

4
9

24

4
210

111
28
26

21
2

11
317

56
50
19

221
30
5
4

22
1

12
17

2
1

51

1

37

25
2
9
2

2,773
14

141

13
25
12
82
38

17
255

32
34
24

134
96
4
7
7

21
71
8
7

160
149
32
20
171
68
38

239
17
5

45

244

1

2

3

6

3

2

3

563
5

12

Counties and cities are printed in small capitals.
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coxjntibs and
Municipalities^

Boston
Chelsea
Revere
Winthrop
Worcester Countt
Ashburnham
Athol .

Auburn
Barre .

Berlin
Blackstone
Bolton
Boylstoa
Brookfield
Charlton
Clinton
Douglas
Dudley
East Brookfield
FlTCHBtTRG
Gardner
Grafton
Hardwick
Harvard
Holden
Hopedale
Hubbardston
Lancaster
Leicester
Leominster
Lunenburg
Mendon
Milford
Millbury
Millville

New Braintree
North Brookfield
Northborough
Northbridge
Oakham
Oxford
Paxton
Petersham
Phillipston
Princeton
Royalston
Rutland
Shrewsbury
Southborough
Southbridge
Spencer
Sterling
Sturbridge
Sutton
Templeton
Upton
Uxbridse
Warren
Webster
West Boylston
West Brookfield
Westborough
Westminster
Winchendon
Worcester

Marriages, Classified bt Residence of Bride and Groom,
IN Each County and Municipality: 1962.

Total
Couples

Groom
and bride
residents I

5,407
140
358
81

3,640
11
65
235
23
49
44
9

24
13
11
87
17
36
9

247
124
60
23
1

36
11
5

26
54
194
25
5

87
64
5
1

20
26
83
2

51
10
3
2
4
12
8

62
18

112
60
14
35
20
31
20
30
14

112
21
9
23
20
64

1,153

2,844
56

30
1,502

9
1

7
3
6

39
2
3
4

136
56
19
4

10
3
1

11
13
87
7
3

36
20

29

2
16
3

59
21
3
8
4
8
7
8
3

40
1

2
11
6

20
678

Groom
, resident

Bride
a resident

Groom and
bride

non-residents

1,247
45
112
43

1,167
2

22
45
11
2

29
2
9
2
4

27
12
11
2

74
44
27
11

15
7
1

9
19
66
9
2

38
28
5
1

10
11
33
2
19
7

383
11
26
3

288
2
9
7
2
1

2
2

4
1

7
2
3
2

17
12
3

1

3

933
28
134

5
683

1

6
169

1

46
4
1

8
4

14
1

19
1

20
12
11
8

8
1

1

6
19
3
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Table 43
Marriages, by Sex, Age, and Marital Condition: 1962.
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Table 46

Age of
Grooms.

Marriages, by Sex and Age: 1962.

AGE OF BRIDES.
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INTRODUCTION.

Causes for Divorce. — Causes for which divorce from the bonds of matrimony
may be granted in Massachusetts under the provisions of Chapter 208, Sections 1

and 2 of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.) as amended, are as follows:

—

1. Adultery.
2. Impotency.
3. Desertion for three consecutive years next prior to the filing of the libel.

4. Gross and confirmed habits of intoxication caused by the voluntary and ex-
cessive use of intoxicating Uquor, opium or other drugs.

5. Cruel and abusive treatment.
6. Neglect to provide.

7. Sentence to imprisonment at hard labor for five years or more.

A marriage may be declared void in consequence of violation of the provisions of
the laws concerning marriage ; that is, a separation may be granted because of the
demonstration of conditions obtaining at the time of, or previous to, the alleged
marriage, which show that there never was a legal marriage.

Source of Data. — The statistics of divorce presented in this report are com-
piled from returns made to the Secretary of the Commonwealth annually by the
clerks of courts and registers of probate for the several counties.

Since 1952 the names and addresses of divorced persons have been returned to
the Secretary of the Commonwealth by the courts.

The Probate Court and the Superior Court have concurrent jurisdiction to hear
libels for divorce and to determine the same in a similar manner.

Applications for Divorce. — The courts granted over 4 petitions out of every
5 filed. This proportion fluctuated considerably during the twenty-five years from
1938 to 1962, the highest proportion of appUcations being granted in 1940 (90.7 per
cent), and the lowest proportion in 1952 (84.1 per cent). During this entire period
86.8 per cent of all applications were granted, .7 per cent were refused, and 12.5
per cent were dismissed.

Contested Cases. — Of the total number of applications for divorces during
the twenty-five years from 1938 to 1962, only 34.5 per cent were contested. In
1962, of the 6,911 applications for divorce, only 2,770 or 40.0 per cent, were con-
tested, and of the 6,175 divorces granted, 2,325 or 37.6 per cent, were contested.
The proportion of contested cases is larger for divorces granted to the wife (37.1
per cent) than for those granted to the husband (32.2 per cent).

Number of Divorces. — Divorces granted in 1962 numbered 6,175, an increase
of 442, or 4.6 per cent more than the number granted in 1961 and 90 more than the
average number granted for the five-year period 1957 to 1961.

Divorce Rates. — The number of divorces granted per 100,000 population was
117.5.
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Divorce rates based on the married population, i.e., the number of divorces per

100,000 married population, are more significant than rates based upon the total

population, because of the ehmination of possible variations in the proportion

married, and because of the fact that divorce can arise only among the married.

Rates calculated in this manner are shown in Table 57, for the census years 1930

to 1955. In this table the number of divorces shown for the census years 1930 to

1955 is not the actual number in that year, but the annual average for the five-year

period of which the census year is the median. This method eliminates any
peculiarities in the census year which may have affected divorce and makes the

figures more typical of the period as a whole.

Party to Which Granted. — Over three-fourths (76.7 per cent) of the total

number of divorces in the period 1938 to 1962 were granted to the wife. In other

words, divorces obtained by the wife are more than twice as numerous as those

obtained by the husband. It may be that husbands more often than wives give

occasion for divorce but the difference msiy be partially explained by the fact that

without any reference to the question of which party is the more frequently re-

sponsible for the marital unhappiness, the wdfe has more legal grounds for divorce

than the husband, because certain well known and comparatively common grounds

are more readily applicable against the husband than against the wife. For ex-

ample, neglect to provide, a common legal cause for divorce on the part of the

wife, and cruelty, in so far as it is physical cruelty, are not ordinarily available

grounds for a husband, although men are sometimes granted divorces on the ground
of cruelty.

Moreover, where each party desires divorce, it is more likely that the wife, more
often than the husband will make the apphcation, since a cause for which the wife

would be granted a divorce might reflect less favorably upon the parties than

would a cause for which the husband might be granted a divorce.

The proportion of divorces granted to the wife fluctuated between 72.3 per cent

in 1946, and 78.7 in 1955, as compared with 76.7 per cent for the entire period from
1936 to 1960 and 72.1 in 1962.

Divorces Classified by Causes. — The statistics concerning the cause of di-

vorce deal with the legal cause as ascertained from the court records. It should

be borne in mind, however, that the cause for which a divorce is granted by the

courts is not necessarily the underlying reason for the marital unhappiness, and
that the value of statistics of divorce as an index to the actual causes is as a con-

sequence impaired.

Divorces granted on the ground of desertion have decreased 49.5 per cent in the

twenty-five-year period 1938 to 1962 while the number of divorces granted for

adultery has decreased 45.2 per cent.

The most common ground on which divorce was granted by the courts was cruel

and abusive treatment, which accounted for 70.7 per cent of all the divorces granted

in the period of 1938 to 1962, for 49.2 per cent of all those granted to the husband in

this period, and for 59.1 per cent of those granted to the wife.

The number and per cent of divorces granted for all causes, 'to the husband and
to the wife, for the twenty-five-year period 1938 to 1962, are shown in Table 58.

Annulled Cases. — Among the less important classes of cases appears the term
"Annulments." In 3,436 cases, or 2.3 per cent of the total number of divorces

granted during the period 1938 to 1962, there was some cause shown which may
have existed at the time of marriage. These cases form but a small proportion of

all cases considered, and do not affect the results to any material degree.

Duration of Marriages. — Of the libellants to whom divorces were granted in

1962, 24.4 per cent were married less than 4 years, 51.5 per cent less than 8 years

and 88.2 per cent less than 20 years.



P.D. 1.



162 P.D. 1

Table 55
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Table 61

Statutort Cause and
Party to which Granted.

Divorces Granted Classified by Statutory Cause and
Party to which Granted: 1962.

Total
Number.

Cases Contested. Cases Not Contested.

Number. Per cent.
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POPULATION STATISTICS
PAGE

Introduction ........... 166

Estimated population ......... 166
Statistical tables 167, 168

Introduction. — All vital statistics are based upon the population. The num-
ber of births, marriages, divorces and deaths is expressed in relation to the popu-
lation, usually as rates giving the number occurring during the calendar year per

1,000 inhabitants or group of inhabitants, such as age groups, sex, nativity, race,

marital condition, and occupation groups.

Information regarding population is obtained by a census enumeration, and in

Massachusetts these enumerations are made every five years. The statistics for

1955 in this report are based on the State census taken as of January 1, 1955.

The population of any community or State is continually changing, in most cases

increasing, and for this reason it becomes necessary to make estimates of the popu-
lation for the periods between the census enumerations upon which to base rates

for the various vital events, and especially for the accurate computation and ex-

pression of birth, marriage, divorce, and death rates. Such estimates are neces-

sary for all dates except those on which the census enumerations are made, and are

in all cases preferable to a repetition of the census returns for a certain year.

For non-census years the statistical tables in this book are based upon the esti-

mated population as determined by the arithmetical method, which assumes a

constant amount of increase between the census years.

Estimated Population. — The method of calculating estimates of population
for the intercensal years is shown in the following example:

Massachusetts had a population of 5,148,578 at the Federal census of 1960

(April 1), and of 4,690,514 at the Federal census of 1950 (April 1). The increase

during the intercensal period (120 months) was 458,064, and the monthly increase

according to the arithmetical method of estimating population, was—
5,148,578-4,690,514

=3,817.2
120

The same annual increase is also assumed to occur until the next census shall

have been taken. The population for July 1, 1960 is estimated by adding to the

population as it existed at the preceding census (April 1, 1960), 3,817.2 for each

month intervening between the date of enumeration and the date for which the

estimate is desired (July 1, 1961). There being 3 months between these dates, the

calculation would be
5, 148,578-1- (27X3,817.2) = 5,251,642.

The census population for each municipality in the Commonwealth having over

15,000 inhabitants in I960 is shown on next page.
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CITIES AND TOWNS OF MASSACHUSETTS

AND COUNTIES IN WHICH THEY ARE SITUATED.

A
Abington Plymouth
Acton Middlesex
Acushnet Bristol
Adams Berkshire
Agawam Hampden
AHord Berkshire
Amesbury .... Essex
Amherst Hampshire
Andover Essex
Arlington .... Middlesex
Ashburnham . . . Worcester
Ashby Middlesex
Ashfield Franklin
Ashland Middlesex
Athol Worcester
Attlebobo .... Bristol
Auburn Worcester
Avon Norfolk
Ayer Middlesex

Barnstable
Barre . .

Becket . .

Bedford .

Belchertown
Bellingham
Belmont .

Berkley .

Berlin . .

Bernardston
Beverly .

Billerica .

Blackstone
Blandford
Bolton . .

Boston .

Bourne
Boxborough
Boxford .

BoylBton .

Braintree
Brewster .

Bridgewater
Brimfield .

Bbockton
Brookfield
Brookline
Buckland
Burlington

Barnstable
Worcester
Berkshire
Middlesex
Hampshire
Norfolk
Middlesex
Bristol

Worcester
Franklin
Essex
Middlesex
Worcester
Hampden
Worcester
Suffolk
Barnstable
Middlesex
Essex
Worcester
Norfolk
Barnstable
Plymouth
Hampden
Plymouth
Worcester
Norfolk
Franklin
Middlesex

C
Cambridge .... Midi'esex
Canton Norfolk
Carlisle Middlesex
Carver Plymouth
Charlemont . . . Franklin
Charlton Worcester
Chatham Barnstable
Chelmsford .... Middlesex
Chelsea Suffolk
Cheshire Berkshire
Chester Hampden
Chesterfield . . . Hampshire
Chicopee .... Hampden
Chilmark .... Dukes
Clarksburg .... Berkshire
Clinton Worcester
Cohasset Norfolk
Colrain Franklin
Concord Middlesex
Conway Franklin
Cummington . . . Hampshire

Dalton Berkshire
Danvers Essex
Dartmouth . . . Bristol

Dedham Norfolk
Deerfield Franklin
Dennis Barnstable
Dighton Bristol
Douglas Worcester
Dover Norfolk
Dracut Middlesex
Dudley Worcester
Dunstable .... Middlesex
Duxbury Plymouth

East Bridgewater . Plymouth
East Brookfield . . Worcester
East Longmeadow . Hampden
Eastham Barnstable
Easthampton . . . Hampshire
Easton Bristol
Edgartown .... Dukes
Egremont .... Berkshire
Erving Franklin
Essex Essex
Everett Middlesex

Ipswich Essex

K
Kingston Plymouth

Fairhaven . .
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N
(Continued from preceding page)

North Brookfield
North Reading ,

Northampton
Northborough
Northbridge
Northfield ,

Norton
Norwell . ,

Norwood .

Worcester
Middlesex
Hampshire
Worcester
Worcester
Franklin
Bristol
Plymouth
Norfolk

Russell Hampden
Rutland Worcester

O
Oak Bluffs .... Dukes
Oakham Worcester

Orange Franklin
Orleans Barnstable

Otis Berkshire

Oxford Worcester

Palmer .

Paxton
Peabody .

Pelhara
Pembroke
Pepperell .

Peru . . .

Petersham
Phillipston
PiTTSFIELD
Plainfield
Plainville
Plymouth
Plympton
Princeton
Provincetown

QuixcY

Randolph
Raynham
Reading .

Rehoboth
Revere .

Richmond
Rochester
Rockland
Rockport
Rowe . .

Rowley .

Royalston

Hampden
Worcester
Essex
Hampshire
Plymouth
Middlesex
Berkshire
Worcester
Worcester
Berkshire
Hampshire
Norfolk
Plymouth
Plymouth
Worcester
Barnstable

Norfolk

Norfolk
Bristol
Middlesex

^
Bristol

Suffolk
Berkshire
Plymouth-]
Plymouth j

Essex
Franklin
Essex
Worcester

Salem . .

Salisbury
Sandisfield
Sandwich
Saugus
Savoy .

Scituate
Seekonk
Sharon .

Sheffield
Shelburne
Sherborn
Shirley .

Shrewsbury
Shutesbury
Somerset .

SOMERVILLE
South Hadley
Southampton
Southborough
Southbridge
Southwick .

Spencer . .

Springfield
Sterling . .

Stockbridge
Stoneham
Stoughton .

Stow . . .

Sturbridge .

Sudbury . .

Sunderland .

Sutton . . .

Swampscott
Swansea . .

Taunton
Templeton
Tewksbury
Tisbury .

Tolland .

Topsfield .

Townsend
Truro . .

Tyngsborough
Tyringham .

Essex
Essex
Berkshire
Barnstable
Essex
Berkshire
Plymouth
Bristol

Norfolk
Berkshire
Franklin
Middlesex
Middlesex
Worcester
Franklin
Bristol
Middlesex
Hampshire
Hampshire
Worcester
Worcester
Hampden
Worcester
Hampden
Worcester
Berkshire
Middlesex
Norfolk
Middlesex
Worcester
Middlesex
Franklin
Worcester
Essex
Bristol

. Bristol

. Worcester

. Middlesex

. Dukes

. Hampden

. Essex

. Middlesex

. Barnstable

. Middlesex

. Berkshire

W
Wakefield
Wales . .

Walpole .

W'ALTHAM
Ware . .

W^areham
Warren
Warwick .

Washington
Watertown
Wayland .

Webster .

Wellesley
Wellfleet .

W^endell .

Wenham . .

West Boylston .

West Bridgewater
West Brookfield
West Newbury
West Springfield
West Stockbridge
W^est Tisbury
Westborough
Westfield .

Westford . .

Westhampton
Westminster
Weston
W^estport .

Westwood
Weymouth
Whately .

Whitman
Wilbraham .

WiUiamsburg
Williamstown
Wilmington
Winchendon
Winchester .

Windsor . .

Winthrop .

WOBURN . .

Worcester
Worthington
Wrentham .

Yarmouth

Middlesex
Hampden
Norfolk
Middlesex
Hampshire
Plymouth
Worcester
Franklin
Berkshire
Middlesex
Middlesex
Worcester
Norfolk
Barnstable
Franklin
Essex
Worcester
Plymouth
Worcester
Essex
Hampden
Berkshire
Dukes
Worcester
Hampden
Middlesex
Hampshire
Worcester
Middlesex
Bristol
Norfolk
Norfolk
Franklin
Plymouth
Hampden
Hampshire
Berkshire^
Middlesex
Worcester
Middlesex
Berkshire
Suffolk
Middlesex
Worcester
Hampshire
Norfolk ^^

Barnstable

Totals—
39 Cities and 312 Towns

Upton Worcester
Uxbridge Worcester
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